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Fifteen ye:trs ago, Chris Av:mt beg.:m working for 
. Canyon Construecion as a arpenter. He spent 

nine years working his way up in me comp:my. 
Then he set down his rools. cook off his work boots :md 

(onyon Comtrurtion illuming the Moruga Born - 0 farmer bar ond 'he lown's oldes' building - inlo ils new heodqua~ers. 

historic Fort Ross, which W2S built in me eMIr 1800s on 
the Sonom:l. coast, and the Canyon post office. bur its 

mainStay is residential construction. Under Avant's 

leadership. the company ius grown to complete about 
2S part:W and full home renovations and one or cwo 

new ru~tom homes a year. . 

Avant strives to build homes clut are concemponry 

and well designed with me green aspecr.s rocked in. For 
example. (or some roo6.ng projectS, small soW- panels 
mat resemble traditional roof shingles can present an 
energy~$:lving aspect to a house wimout the"look o( me 

bulky ,01", panels more regul:u-ly in=lled on rooftops. 
In remodding and building custom homes, Canyon 

uses green materials for almosr every detail, The coWl~ 

terrops mey recommend (or kitchens are mosdy made 
of recycled concreee or recycled glass. The Booting op­
tions they suggest include bunboo Ot cotk or wool cu~ 

pets. Even the paint on the walls is a 10w~VOC type. 
Although building and ..madding homes is the 

company's main emphasis, me biggest project on Avants 
mind mese days is the renovmon of me Morag2 B2.fTl., 
which will soon be the new hc:ldquarrers ofCanyon 
Construction. The Bam, a former watering hole md 
eommunicy gathtting 'por, is the oldesr building in 
Moraga and was originally built early last century as a 
hord. Ir larer became. b",. Mer the building hod been 
vacant and Wlused for several years, Avant apptoached 
the owners. Now, Cmyon. Construction is renovating 
the historic srrucru.re and making it green. 

"We are going for LEBD platinum statw:," Avant 
."id of the Barn.·1 fed we will comfortably get inoo chat 
level" The 'concrete being poured for me renovation is 
a mixture of 25 percent slag (a byproduct ofme srcd 
indus,,>,), 25 perron By ...h and 50 percenr acrual con­
crete. The"new" Bam will also featute a large outdoor 

Iip2ct: where Av:ult plans to hOSt community gatherings, 
Slo;MIoltomllmlIloyB...._ including 6lm screenings and other event& r.fw: focus on 
Chri' Avant and Jeremy foh" al Maraga's (anyon (on~ruction. earth-friendly ropies. 

took a seat in me office. 

Nine y~ later, Avant bought the business and bs 
watched it grow 10 percent anmully ovec (he past 6ve 

y='. He h'-S distinguished him'elfby o£feting clientS 
his expertise ~ a LEEO (Leadership in Energy and En~ 

vironmental Dd:ign) accredited profession:a.I. 
The company h2.S completed a variety of residential 

and conunercial projects, including che renovation of 

Canyon Construction was founded by Deva R:yan 
in 1966 in Cmyon, a tiny town hidden in the redwoods 
on the Moraga side of the Oakland hills. ~jan remains 
the comp:my's chainm.n, An eariy advoc.are of susrain~ 

able construction, be produced a sod roof and used 
reclaimed materials on bis home in 1969. 

"I dunk he saw me bc:luty in it (sust:unable design];' 
Avant said."But he was also building his house on what 
he could afford ;lS a carpenter. People protect and take 
care of things of beauty.lE you think of be.auty in terms 
of quality :md cr:Ui:smanship, that'S what we stand for~ 

Avant grew up wim environmentalisr values. His 
famer worked as a park ranger.wd r:Used children who 
respected nature. Well aware mat construction is an in~ 

dusrry that creates high levels o(poUution, Avant. when 

he took over at Canyon, went about making the busi~ 

ness as green as possible. He hired a consultant from 
Herman Miller to study me business - from the offices 
ro me construction sites - and m:a.kc suggestions abour 
how to be more unh friendly. 

k a result, me company's nC'.rby"ya.rd" is surroWlded 

by. g;trden maint>ined by local ""'001 and communicy 
groups.The bu.sincss nu.nages W2St'C in renovation 
projectS by deconstructing.as much as possible and 
donating usable building materials to nonproflts, which. 
also gives the coent a tax write~o[ 

Wood purchased by C20yon Construction is prirrur­
ily engineered hunber, or it meetS sc.a.ndards set by me 
Forest Stewardship COWlcil, :u1 international nonprofit 
orgmWtion mar guMarttee5 productS are from re~ 

sp~nsibly rn.maged forests. Finally. the companys /leet 
of trucks and other vehicles run on biodeiseL ~s does 
Avant's personal car. 

Avant bel.ieves that euth~friend1yconstruction will 
become more common in the near future. He even pre~ 

dicts dut codes will be rewritten to require it, forcing 
the competition to instirure swuinable practices. 

'1t's a distinguishing factor fOr our company,H Avant 
s:l.id."But rdon't chink it will be in five yc:us." 
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